
A Liturgy for Christmas Day
for families & individuals

Notes: This following liturgy takes about 10-15 minutes total. It draws from the 1979 Book of Common Prayer and is ordered around 
scripture's account of the Christmas story. 

This liturgy is formatted in such a way as to make it usable by individuals, couples, or families. When using it individually, one says all the 
parts. When used by a couple, one person takes the lines for “Leader” and the other “Response.” For groups or families, it is advisable to 
have one person take the lines for “Leader” and the rest of the people say the lines for “Response” in unison. 

If desired, a different person can perform the role of "Leader" in each of the three sections. The scripture readings can be divvied up among 
various individuals. The carol may be spoken or sung.

As Christ binds himself to us in the incarnation, so he binds us to one another (whether near or far), as we share in the worship of him 
who makes this day shine with the light of his glory. Wherever you are gathered and whomever you share it with, may this time of worship 
recall our common identity in him who is the head of the Church.



Preparation for the Nativity
The Bidding
Leader Our King and Savior now draws near!
Response O Come, let us adore him!

A Collect
Leader Eternal God, in the stillness of this night you sent your almighty Word to pierce the world’s darkness with the light of 
salvation: give to the earth the peace that we long for and fill our hearts with the joy of heaven through our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Magnificat: The Song of Mary (from Luke 1.46-55)
Together:

A Reading from Scripture: Luke 1.26-36, 38 and Matthew 1.18-25

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
 my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; 
 for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed:
 the Almighty has done great things for me, 
 and holy is his Name.
He has mercy on those who fear him
 in every generation.
He has shown the strength of his arm,
 he has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,
 and has lifted up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things,
 and the rich he has sent away empty.
He has come to the help of his servant Israel,
 for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
The promise he made to our fathers,
 to Abraham and his children for ever.

The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named 
Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was 
Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 
And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the 
Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the saying, 
and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. And the 
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb 
and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He will be 
great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord 
God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will 
reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there 
will be no end.” 
And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a 
virgin?” And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come 
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of 
God.
And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to 
me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.

•

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his 
mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came 
together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 
And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put 
her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 
But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do 
not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived 
in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall 
call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 
prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 
they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 
When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not until she 
had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.

A Collect
Leader Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant that this light, enkindled in our 
hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen.



The Birth of the Messiah
An Acclamation (from Luke 2.10, 11)
Leader Behold, I bring you good tidings of a great joy, which shall be to all people.
Response For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.

Nunc Dimittis: The Song of Simeon (from Luke 2.29-32)
Together:

A Reading from Scripture: Luke 2.1–7

Lord, you now have set your servant free
 to go in peace as you have promised;
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior,
 whom you have prepared for all the world to see:
A Light to enlighten the nations,
 and the glory of your people Israel.

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all 
the world should be registered. This was the first registration 
when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be 
registered, each to his own town. 
And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of 
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called 

Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to 
be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 
And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was 
no place for them in the inn.

A Carol: O Little Town of Bethlehem
1. O little town of Bethlehem, 

how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 
the everlasting Light;
the hopes and fears of all the years 
are met in thee tonight.

2. For Christ is born of Mary, 
and gathered all above,
while mortals sleep, the angels keep 
their watch of wondering love.
O morning stars together, 
proclaim the holy birth,
and praises sing to God the King, 
and peace to men on earth!

3. O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin, and enter in, 
be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels 
the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, 
our Lord Emmanuel!

A Collect
Leader O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son Jesus Christ: Grant that we, who joyfully 
receive him as our Redeemer, may with sure confidence behold him when he comes to be our Judge; who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.



Response to the Incarnation
An Acclamation (from Revelation 21.3)
Leader Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men;
Response and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God.

The Word Became Flesh (from John 1.1,4-5, 14, 16)
Together:

There were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their 
flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled 
with great fear.  And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, 
I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who 
is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a 
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem 
and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made 
known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 
And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been 
told them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered 
at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all 
these things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, as it had been told them.

A Collect
Leader O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that we, who have known 
the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, 
one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer
Leader And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,
Together Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

A Prayer of Thanksgiving
Leader Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done for us. 

We thank you for the splendor of the whole creation, 
 for the beauty of this world, for the wonder of life, and for the mystery of love.
We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for the loving care which surrounds us on every side.
We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best efforts, 
 and for leading us to accomplishments which satisfy and delight us.
We thank you also for those disappointments and failures that lead us to acknowledge our dependence on you alone.
Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the truth of his Word and the example of his life; 
 for his steadfast obedience, by which he overcame temptation; for his dying, through which he overcame death; 
 and for his rising to life again, in which we are raised to the life of your kingdom.
Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know him and make him known; 
 and through him, at all times and in all places, may give thanks to you in all things. Amen.

Closing Acclamation (from Ephesians 3.20,21)
Together Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to him from 
generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.

The Blessing
Leader May God the Father, who loved the world so much that he sent his only Son, give us grace to prepare for life eternal. 
May God the Son, who comes to us as redeemer and judge, reveal to us the path from darkness to light. May God the Holy Spirit, 
by whose power the Virgin Mary conceived and bore our Savior Jesus Christ, help us bear the fruits of holiness. And the blessing 
of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among us and remain with us always. Amen.

In the beginning was the Word, 
 and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
In him was life, 
 and the life was the light of men. 
The light shines in the darkness, 
 and the darkness has not overcome it. 

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
 and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, 
 full of grace and truth. 
For from his fullness we have all received, 
 grace upon grace.

A Reading from Scripture: Luke 2.8–20


