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Appendix 1: A Chronological Outline of the English Reformation 
 
I. Causes of the English Reformation 
 A. Religious causes 
  1. The Lollard movement, its remnants 
   a. The Lollards, also known as Wycliffites, were essentially followers of Wycliffe 
   b. They were critical of papal abuses, and some attached to Wycliffe for doctrinal reasons too 
   b. The term “Lollard” cropped up in 1382, and they were martyred as early as 1401 
   c. They were quite numerous despite persecution 
   c. They were driven underground but were ready to resurface to add to the English Ref 
  2. Increased familiarity with Scripture due to: 
   a. the printing press 
   b. new translations away from Latin Vulgate by Erasmus 
    i. Such as his original Greek NT published in 1516 
   c. Tyndale’s translation from Greek and Hebrew into English 
    i. NT printed in Worms, Germany, in 1526; smuggled into England for circulation 
    ii. OT begun but never finished 
  3. An anti-clerical sentiment 
   a. causes of sentiment 
    i. corrupt clergy, fees they imposed on people 
    ii. spread of education, civic influence 
  4. Could have been prevented if not for antagonism among pope, clergy, and laity 
 B. Political Causes 
  1. The spirit of Nationalism and pride (all Europe, especially in England) 
   a. this also involved a strong anti-foreign feeling 
   b. the Pope was an Italian, under influence of rulers enemies to England 
 C. Social and Economic Causes 
  1. royal treasury is empty 
  2. growth of wool industry requires less workers, results in unemployment 
 D. Intellectual Causes 
  1. Critical spirit of the Renaissance, the progressive/novel is given preference 
  2. Increased study of Scriptures in University—especially Cambridge (over Oxford) 
II. Henry VIII usurps the power of the church 
 A. Pursuit of “divorce” from Catherine provides spark for preexistent fuel 
  1. Catherine: 6 years older, 7 babies, unknown number of miscarriages, only Mary survives 
  2. 1527: Henry asks Pope Clement VII to declare his marriage void from the beginning 
   a. Clement balks because Emperor Charles V is nephew of Catherine of Aragon 
    i. 1527: imperial army sacks Rome, holds Clement prisoner for seven months 

ii. the papacy is thus made subservient to the Holy Roman Empire. 
iii. Henry had married Catherine because her tie to Charles; now it impeded him 

  3. Anne Boleyn withholds herself from Henry, demanding marriage 
   a. Her determination and her hold on Henry is underestimated by all 
  4. Cardinal Wolsey is “obliged” to effect Henry’s desire but can’t convince Pope 
   a. He is removed from his office Oct 1529 
   b. He dies Nov 19, 1530 
   c. His death marks the end of the Pope’s political influence in England 
  5. Parliament is called on Nov 3, 1529 (after the fall of Wolsey) 
   a. This is the first time that Parliament has taken religious matters into its own hands 
   b. It passes bills that are hard on clergy 
    i. These bring about the reintroduction of the 14th-century concept of Praemunire 
    ii. Praemunire is the King’s preeminence over the Pope in matters of Church finances 
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    iii. Henry therefore imposes a massive fine on the Provinces of York and Canterbury 
6. 1530: Henry forces acceptance of this title from York Convocation: “the singular protector, the only & 

supreme lord, even the Supreme Head of the Ch. of England” 
   a. York (clerical) Convocation submits but adds “as far as is permitted by the law of Christ” 
 B. Henry forces church into submission, elects Thomas Cranmer as Archbishop of Canterbury 
  1. March 18, 1532: a formal complaint against church and clergy is brought to Henry by parliament 
   a. It’s likely that Henry actually drafted it himself 
   b. Church replies with partial submission 
  2. May 15, 1532: the famous “submission of the clergy” wherein they make unconditional surrender 
   a. only the bishop of Bath dissents 
   b. Its content: 
    i. Convocation will neither assemble nor make decisions without the king’s approval 

ii. Convocation’s past decisions are to be reviewed by a king-appointed committee to gain 
royal approval or be thrown out. 

  3. August 23, 1532: Archbishop of Canterbury dies, allowing Henry to appoint a new one 
  4. March 1533: Cranmer is selected by Henry, confirmed by Pope, against Cranmer’s own objection 
 C. Henry marries (a pregnant) Anne Boleyn: January 25, 1533 (before Cranmer’s consecration) 
  1. March 1533: Statute in Restraint of Appeals is passed, allowing no appeals to be made to Rome 
  2. March 1533: Convocation voids Henry’s marriage to Catherine, allows protection for Mary 
   a. Cranmer approves 
   b. Provision for Mary will prove to be consequential 
  3. June 1, 1533: Cranmer crowns Anne as queen. 
 D. Papal response 
  1. March 1534: Pope reaffirms validity of Henry’s marriage to Catherine, not Anne 
  2. July 11, 1534: Pope issues a bull to excommunicates Henry, effective in September that year 

a. Henry ignores it 
 E. Finalizing the breach 
  1. March 31, 1534: Convocation declare Henry equal to Pope 
  2. November 1534: Parliament confirms and reasserts king as Head of the Church 
   a. Convocation’s approval not sought, marking the beginning or royal “tyranny” over church 
 F. Henry makes legal provision for and carries out the execution of all known and potential adversaries 
 G. Finishing touches 
  1. 1535: Henry declares himself “in terra supremum caput Anglicanae ecclesiae” 
  2. June 9, 1535: Henry orders Pope’s name erased from all service books 
  3. Henry has now fully excluded the Pope and for the most part taken his place 
III. Henry VIII uses his new power 
 A. The dissolution of the monasteries 
  1. July 1535: Cranmer, now vicar-general for Henry, begins to systematically visit the monasteries 
   a. reasons: 
    i. thoughts of reform (more by Henry than Cromwell) 
    ii. thoughts to dissolve them for much-needed money 
    iii. thoughts to dissolve them because they were Papal strongholds of sorts 
  2. Henry incorporates Parliament in the plan 
   a. March 11, 1536: Bill states that monasteries grossing less than L200 are to be shut down 
  3. Between February 1536 and 1540, all monasteries are closed, revenue diverted to royal purse 
  4. Monasteries were destroyed or emptied and used as manors or stone quarries 
 B. The end of Anne 
  1. January 8, 1536: Catherine dies, allowing Henry to remove Anne without losing dignity 
  2. January 29, 1536: Anne delivers a boy, stillborn 
  3. Henry begins to take interest in Jane Seymour, one of the ladies-in-waiting 
  4. Anne’s trial and execution 
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   a. Records seem to indicate a conspiracy against her from top down 
   b. A single witness attests to men visiting her chambers at late hours 
   c. She and the men are imprisoned and tried 
   d. They all come out appearing quite innocent but are executed anyway 
   e. Anne is noted for remarkable poise and grace through it all 
 C. The Ten Articles under Henry: July 1536 
  1. They are drawn up at Henry’s request, composed by him and Cranmer, approved by Convocation 
  2. Perhaps more notably, out of them comes in 1537 Cranmer’s the Bishop’s Book 
   a. This is Cranmer’s commentary on the 10 Articles in simple language 
   b. It is also Cranmer’s increasingly Protestant doctrine put in simple language 
   c. Apparently it troubles Henry; the King’s Book of 1543 is essentially his counteract. 
  3. Although they omit elements of the Catholic faith, nothing is contrary except royal authority 
   a. Notably, they reaffirm some of the sensitive Catholic doctrines (e.g., veneration of saints) 
  4. They are done without the Pope or the rest of Christendom, showing that the breach is complete 
  5. In enforcement, the Ten Articles are required to be read, without comment, by priests to churches 
 D. Regarding the Scriptures 
  1. Injunctions of 1536 require a Bible in Latin and English to be provided to the laity in every church 
  2. October 6, 1536: William Tyndale is martyred in Belgium 

a. The Wycliffe Bible has already been quietly circulating for over a century 
b. Tyndale (c 1492-1536) produces an excellent version in English, but he places rather severe 

commentary in the margins, speaking especially against the Pope. 
 i. His is the first-ever mechanically-printed NT in English 
c. There is need for a less controversial English version. 
d. Cromwell tried unsuccessfully to get Tyndale released from the Belgian prison 

  3. Cromwell produces Miles Coverdale’s translation, appearing in October 1535 
   a. It is based on the Vulgate and Luther’s German Bible 
   b. It is vetoed by Convocation. 
  4. An acceptable English Bible 
   a. Presented by Cranmer in 1537 
   b. It was edited and compiled by John Rogers under the penname Thomas Matthew 
   c. It was a revision of Tyndale’s Bible (without margin notes) supplemented by Coverdale. 
   d. The final product, The Great Bible of April 1539 is produced. 
 E. The Six Articles under Henry: 1539 
  1. Known as the “whip with six strings” 
  2. Reinforces the “Catholic” nature of the church in England 

3. Affirms: transubstantiation, communion in one kind, clerical celibacy, vows of chastity, private masses, 
and auricular confession 

  4. Parliament passes an act enforcing them on May 19, 1539 
  5. Convocation accepts them, with dissenters quickly leaving the country 
  6. Cranmer opposes them as strongly as he can. 
 F. (Henry had married Jane.  She gave birth to the future Edward VI on Oct 12, 1537, and died Oct 24) 
 G. Cromwell’s demise 

1. Cromwell arranges for Henry to marry Anne of Cleves 
  2. Henry is not pleased with this choice, but they are married on January 6, 1540 
  3. Henry decides Cromwell is too Protestant and a problem for foreign policy 
  4. June 10, 1540: Henry puts Cromwell in prison 
  5. July 28, 1540: Cromwell is beheaded 
 H. Convocation approves the annulment of Henry’s marriage to Anne of Cleves 
 I. August 8, 1540: Henry marries Catherine Howard (cousin of Anne Boleyn) 
  1. She is found to be unchaste in her prior living and continues to be so even after marriage to Henry 
   a. Historians question the veracity of these rumors 



 21 

  2. Cranmer reports this to Henry 
  3. Henry executes her on February 13, 1542 
 J. July 12, 1543: Henry marries his sixth and final wife, Catherine Parr 
 K. 1543: The King’s Book is published 

1. Essentially it is Henry’s more Catholic counteraction to Cranmer’s Bishop’s Book 
 L. 1545: The Litany is published in English 

1. It’s content is highly Catholic, but it petition’s God’s help against “the tyranny of the Bishop of Rome, 
and all his detestable enormities.” 

2. Its purpose is to encourage the people, who little attend church, to pray—now in their vernacular 
 M. May 1546: the Primer, a children’s book of prayers is published in English 
  1. Its purpose is to be used by the people and taught to the children 
 N. The end of Henry’s reign: He dies on January 28, 1547. 

O. The council of Trent had determined on April 8, 1546 that unwritten traditions of the Catholic Church were 
equally sacred as the Scriptures 

IV. Edward VI 
 A. Edward succeeds Henry, but a predominantly Protestant “Council” is provided via Henry to aid him 
 B. Difficult times require something of a dictatorship 

1. Edward Seymour (Duke of Somerset), the king’s uncle, is made Lord Protector of the Realm 
 a. He is a relatively good man but lacks the strength to maintain position and advance nation 

 C. July 31, 1547: Edward’s Injunctions are released 
  1. Drafted by Duke of Somerset and Cranmer 
  2. They basically reinstate Henry’s Injunctions of 1536 and 1538 and imply further reform to come 

D. July 31, 1547: Cranmer’s Homilies is published 
  1. Most of the Priests have never preached and are not fit to 
   a. Preaching is omitted from the service or done by visiting friars or revivalists 
    i. Sadly, the pulpit is often abused for religious or political propaganda 
   b. Cranmer’s solution is to provide such priests with sermons to read to the congregation 
  2. This book of twelve sermons is produced and made required preaching for priests unfit to preach 
   a. A few of the homilies therein are original to Cranmer 
 E. November 4, 1547: Parliament convenes, set about to reverse the Catholic measures taken by Henry 
 F. Liturgical reform 

1. March 1548: a new Order of Communion is established 
   a. Invitation, Confession & Absolution, Words of Comfort, and Prayer of Humble Access 
   b. Communion in both kinds is restored: wine is now given to communicants 
   c. It signifies the first attempt at Liturgical Reform and innovation. 
   d. It appeals to conservatives by retaining something of the medieval doctrine and feel 
  2. The First Prayer Book of Edward VI, a vernacular Prayer Book is released 
   a. Its source of composition is historically obscure, though Cranmer is credited as editor 
    i. He worked as the director of a committee of scholars, including Martin Bucer 
   b. It is finished in late 1548 and presented to the House of Lords 
   c. Responses: 

i. January 1549: House of Lords and House of Commons pass Act of Uniformity enforcing 
its use 

ii. Whether or not Convocation ever approves it is unknown 
iii. It receives royal approval on March 14, 1548 
iv. Extreme Reformers are pleased despite wanting it to go further 

   f. Made compulsory beginning June 9, 1548 
    i. Some cite this as the official date of the Reformation in England 
   g. It is known as the First Prayer Book of Edward VI 
   h. Contents: 

i. It reflects, articulates the position of the church in England while also directing it 
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ii. It contains orders of worship for various services 
iii. It provides worshipers with the necessary prayers and litanies 

   i. Intent: 
i. “By this order, the curates shall need none other books for their public service, but this 

book and the Bible” (from the Preface) 
ii. To counter two medieval misunderstandings: the “local” presence of Christ in the 

Eucharist and the idea that the priest adds something to the sacrifice of Christ through the 
saying of mass 

   j. Liturgical innovations: 
    i. Psalter is completed monthly now instead of weekly  
    ii. Lectionary completes the OT annually except for the “least edifying” parts 
    iii. Lectionary completes the NT thrice annually; Revelation reserved for sp. Services 
    iv. It incorporates the new Order of Communion from March 1548 
 G. Such liturgical revisions are met with some disturbances but nothing that is not quickly stamped out. 
 H. February 1549: Approval of clerical marriages granted (a measure is passed) 
 I. Growing dissatisfaction politically and socially brings the trial and execution of Somerset on Jan 22, 1552 
  1. Orchestrated by John Dudley, Earl of Warwick, whom Somerset had given high military rank 
  2. Catholics are hopeful that his death will prove to their benefit; Reformers are concerned 
 J. Supreme power now passes to Warwick. 
  1. Warwick shows no religious concern, only practical personal advancement 
  2. He sides with the more powerful Reformers 
  3. He is very corrupt and self-serving, but Reformers hail him, stamping out any Catholic remains 
  4. Several non-compliant bishops are replaced with more Protestant bishops 
 K. John Hooper (c 1500-1555) and his critiques 
  1. Hooper becomes bishop of Gloucester and Worcester in 1550 
  2. He is openly critical of the Prayer Book 
  3. He refuses to wear vestments in light of the “priesthood of all believers” 
   a. He is imprisoned for a while for this obstinacy 
   b. He finally consents to wear the minimum in order to be consecrated bishop 
 L. New Ordinal issued in March 1550 
  1. The Ordinal is the collection of liturgies for services in which clergy are ordained. 
  2. It does not make any strong doctrinal distinctions that are specifically Protestant 
  3. It reinforces that the Church of England has its own proper liturgy for all things ecclesiastical 
 M. Parliament is called together in January 1552 
  1. It approves the Second Prayer Book 
   a. This fills the demand for more drastic Reform 
   b. It was drawn up by Cranmer and Ridley with help from Bucer and Peter Martyr 
   c. Its divergences from the former book were significant 

i. Critiques of prior Book: too medieval in doctrine or lacking medieval appeal 
ii. Overall, it seeks to further imitate the direct interpretation of Scripture in liturgy 
iii. E.g.: Second book joins the consecration and consumption of elements into one act 

   d. Despite its further alterations to liturgy it does not intend to alter doctrine from first Book 
   e. Convocation’s opinion is unknown 
   f. Parliament accepts it 
   g. It comes into force on Nov 1, 1552 
  2. It makes measures to enforce the Act of Uniformity, extending penalties to laity now 
 N. May 1553: the 42 Articles are formed, stating officially the theological position of the Ch of England 
  1. Receive royal sanction and mandate of use 
  2. This is the first version of what would become the official statement of the Church of Eng to day 
   a. In their day, they were the most comprehensive description of “Protestantism” 
    i. Aims to be Protestant without extremes of Anabaptists and the like 
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    ii. Aims to be Catholic without Papal abuses, medieval superstitions, false doctrines 
    iii. Reflect Cranmer’s determination not to define anything that God has not defined 
  3. It only lasts for only six months due to Mary’s assumption of the throne, Parliament of Fall 1553 
 O. May 1553: Edward’s death seems near 
  1. Warwick is now the Duke of Northumberland 
  2. Warwick’s popularity is particularly low 
  3. Warwick persuades Edward to appoint as successor Lady Jane Grey, Warwick’s daughter-in-law 
   a. Ed. obliges probably to avoid the counter-Reformation that he knows Mary would bring 
   b. The order is signed and sealed on June 21, 1553 
   c. the Council has misgivings 
    i. the crown is not private property to be deeded and willed 
    ii. why pass over Elizabeth (except for Warwick’s greedy influence)? 
    iii. Cranmer signs only after strong persuasion and personal request from Edward 
  4. Edward dies on July 6, 1553 at age 15 
V. Queen Mary 
 A. What about Lady Jane Grey? 
  1. She is proclaimed (queen) on July 10, 1553 
  2. Citizens show a lack of enthusiasm 
  3. July 14, 1553: Northumberland (Warwick) sets out to find and presumably do away with Mary 
   a. As he nears her locale he realizes that she has too much support 
   b. He turns back 
   c. Upon his return he finds a change of events has already taken place 
  4. July 20, 1553: Mary is proclaimed in London by Lady Jane’s own father 
   a. Northumberland falls in line 
   b. Mary grants clemency to most, executing none, but declaring many traitors 
 B. What about Elizabeth? 
  1. Elizabeth demonstrates great circumspection, approves of Mary’s position 
 C. Situation at start of Mary’s reign 
  1. Politically low from Northumberland 
  2. Socially unstable, requiring careful governing 
  3. Reformers’ response 
   a. many flee the nation 
   b. The leaders stand firm 
   c. Cranmer holds his post and denounces the restoration of the (Catholic) mass 
    i. He was a marked man already, having procured the “divorce” from Catherine 
 D. Mary is crowned queen on October 1, 1553 at age 37 

E. Mary sets about counter-Reform 
  1. Before end of 1553, she imprisons the most prominent Reformers: Cranmer, Latimer, & Ridley 
  2. Clerical adjustments: 

a. She replaces seven bishops 
b. She deprives (of office, that is) between 1/5 and ¼ of the priests for their matrimony 
c. She orders several national missionaries to spread the true faith 

 F. Parliament is not easily controlled by the queen initially 
  1. First Parliament is called in Fall of 1553 
   a. It repeals most of the legislation that came about under Edward 
    i. this includes the Prayer Book, communion in both kinds, and clerical marriage 
   b. However, it refuses to return to the way things were before Henry’s alterations 
   c. It also declares the legality of Henry’s marriage to Catherine of Aragon 
 G. The marriage of Mary to Philip 
  1. The horns of the dilemma: 
   a. On the one hand, Mary doesn’t want to marry a foreign suitor 
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    i. if he outlives her it will mean a foreign ruler on the English throne 
    ii. a foreigner will not be welcomed by the people (especially a Spaniard) 

b. On the other hand, if she marries an Englishman, the clear option is not an attractive choice 
 i. Mary, a typical Tudor, would have her will 

  2. Nov 1553: the Commons urges a speedy marriage to an English nobleman (ignored) 
  3. Mary chooses Philip 
   a. Philip was Spanish, a staunch Catholic, and ten years younger than her 
   b. People are unsure and at best acquiescent to this match 
   c. terms state that upon Mary’s death, Philip may not assume crown 
   d. April 2, 1554: Parliament convenes and approves the marriage bill between Mary & Philip 
   e. On or shortly after July 20, 1554: Mary and Philip are married 
 H. Renewed efforts at counter-Reform 
  1. Mary’s Injunctions of March 4, 1554 
   a. In this document, Mary lays out the kind of counter-reform she has in mind 
   b. The Injunctions seek to return the country to its state prior to 1529 
   c. It abolishes Royal Supremacy and orders an investigation of the clergy 
   d. It orders action (mainly deprivation) to be taken against Protestant heresies by bishops 
    i. among such heresies, marriage of the clergy is explicitly included 
  2. Marriage to Philip was itself a measure of counter-Reform 
   a. Philip came from Spain, a staunchly Catholic nation 
   b. When he came into the country, with him came many Spanish, Catholic priests 
  3. November 12, 1554: Parliament assembles for the second time 
   a. It is a carefully selected group, replacement members favoring Mary 
   b. No longer willing to resist Mary, it invites Reginald Pole back into the country 
    i. Pole has been banished from England as a traitor for nearly 20 years 
    ii. Pole has been Cardinal of the Roman Church since 1536 
    iii. Mary unofficially (at this point) gives Pole the office of Archbishop of Canterbury 
   c. They submit to the Apostolic See and ask Mary to intercede for country with papal legate 
   d. It repeals all anti-Papal legislation reaching back to 1529 
   e. Only two voted against these measures 
  4. November 29, 1554: Pole (for Pope) absolves country, restores it to the “Holy Mother the Church” 
  5. Parliament reinstates the three acts against Lollards and other heretics (revoked under Edward) 
  6. Mary begins the slow and steady execution of the Protestants 
   a. It lasts for three years, and about 400 were killed 
 I. The first disappointment in gaining an heir 
  1. Nov 1554: Mary thinks herself pregnant, but nothing comes of it 
 J. September 1555: Mary takes the three Reformers from their Oxford prison 
  1. They are to be tried by a Commission appointed by Pole 
   a. Cranmer refuses to recognize its jurisdiction 
    i. He is ordered to answer the charges against him before the Pope 
    ii. In the meantime he is reimprisoned 
  2. Ridley and Latimer are sentenced to execution 
   a. Cranmer witnesses their execution from his cell window 
    i. He is shaken by it 
  3. Cranmer submits to the authority of the Pope, since it has been approved by throne and Parliament 
   a. Cranmer is nonetheless slated for execution 
   b. February 1556: He is stripped of his office 
   c. He is called to recite his recantation at service in St. Mary’s 
   d. Instead he publicly repudiates it! 
   e. He is consequently executed in March 1556, six months after Ridley and Latimer 
  4. Pole takes the title Archbishop of Canterbury on same day despite already possessing the office 
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   a. New Pope (as of 1555) will in 1557 seek revenge on Pole, summoning him for heresy 
    i. Pole is too feeble to make the trip and dies soon thereafter. 
 K. Having taken vengeance on Oxford, Mary turns to Caimbridge 
  1. A lack of living Protestant leaders there 
  2. She exhumes the bones of dead ones: Bucer and Fagius 
   a. The bones are publicly burned along with heretical books 
 L. October 1555: Parliament convenes 
  1. This is between the deaths of Ridley and Latimer and that of Cranmer 
  2. People are beginning to resent the execution of many good men, Parliament is less compliant 
 M. The end for Mary 
  1. Mary progressively falls out of favor 
   a. There is a plot to replace her with Elizabeth, though Elizabeth was not involved 
   b. The country is subject to small attacks but threatened by much greater ones 
    i. They are pinched between the French in Edinburgh and in Calais 
   c. Political and polemic leadership were scarce 
    i. She cannot find sufficient captains or soldiers 
  2. Second disappointment for an heir 
   a. Philip returns, March 1557, after an absence of more than a year and a half 
   b. Mary thinks herself pregnant again but is soon disappointed again 
  3. She recognizes that her religious reforms are slipping away, but she can’t control it 
  4. November 17, 1558: Mary dies 
VII. Elizabeth 
 A. Elizabeth and the country at her coming to the throne 

1. She is warmly received by the people as their queen and well-suited for her task 
  2. She has an instinctual knowledge of her people, inherited from her father 
   a. She is a powerful speaker, able to win, rally and rule her people 
  3. Also from her father, she has the power to draw devoted servants about her 
  4. External political difficulties: Spain and France in relation to England 
   a. Spain and France are at longstanding odds 
   b. France has some control in Scotland; Spain, through Philip, has some influence in England 
   c. Philip ends up marrying one Elizabeth of France 
   d. Spain keeps a careful eye on England, not wanting to lose its influence there 
  5. Internal political difficulties: corporate state of despair 
   a. Loss of fortress at Calais at end of Mary’s reign viewed as significant, yields shame, panic 
   b. Bad harvests and pestilence 
   c. nation is severely lacking in resources 
   d. the queen herself lacks financial resources 
   e. It is progressing through a minor industrial revolution 
    i. growth of industry and trade means demise of agriculture 
  6. The prevailing religious tension is the most urgent difficulty 
   a. There are also strenuous divisions within the two main divisions 
 B. William Cecil 
  1. a middle-class Cambridge man 
  2.  He is called on by Elizabeth to join the politic 
   a. Quite why she chose him is unknown 
  3. He has already been Secretary to Somerset, continuing under Warwick, and remained under Mary 
  4. He is sworn in as a member of her Council on Nov 20, 1558 
  5. At Elizabeth’s admonition, he sets a new standard for giving honest advice to the throne 

C. Her task: to find a solution for the religious problem which should prove acceptable to as many as possible of the 
people, and which should above all avoid the danger of anarchy, and even civil war. 

  1. It is bolstered by: 
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   a. former reigns reminds people that reunion with the papacy results in violence 
   b. collective understanding that national discord injures the economy 
   c. majority of the people don’t know what they believe anymore 
   d. prevailing sense that as long as the stance taken is “English” it will be good 
  2. Elizabeth’s own convictions? 
   a. Raised to have Protestant leanings 
   b. evidenced some discomfort with the mass under Mary 
   c. but no one really knows 
  3. Her general attitude 
   a. The nation is first, religious dealings are merely a means to an end—a healthy England 
 D. Her options: 
  1. Continue with Mary’s direction 
   a. This being Mary’s dying request to Elizabeth 
   b. It would suit the current clergy 
  2. Move in a Protestant direction 
   a. This would gain the support, for what it is worth, of the German princes 
   b. It would appease the zealous Reformers who were certainly present 
  3. The via media 
   a. Truly returning to a Henrican stance would not work any more, would be too inert 
   b. What is needed is something definite and direction setting but not extreme 
   c. She chooses to move in a slightly Protestant direction 
 E. Christmas day service 1558 
  1. Elizabeth orders that the host not be elevated 
  2. The celebrant defies this order 
  3. Elizabeth walks out of the service 
 F. January 15, 1559: Elizabeth’s coronation service 
 G. On Easter 1559, the mass is performed in Latin, but the queen takes communion in both kinds. 
 H. Elizabeth and Rome 
  1. The Pope is slow to act, hoping that Elizabeth would with time return to Rome 
  2. Philip in Spain adds to this, wanting to avoid her excommunication for Spain’s benefit 
 I. First Parliament of her reign: eight days after her coronation 
  1. Although her coronation service seems to favor Catholics, this favors the Reformers 
  2. It proposes several bills: 
   a. passed: several small ones affirming the legitimacy of Elizabeth and other small tasks 
   b. stalled: two big ones 
    i. one pertains to the royal supremacy 
    ii. one restores the Prayer Book 
    iii. they are both held up by a vigorous minority 
  3. May 8, 1559: Finally, after some revisions, the Supremacy Act is passed and enacted 
   a. Under Henry it had called the ruler the “supreme head in earth of the Church of England” 

b. Under Elizabeth it reads “the only supreme governor of this realm, as well in all spiritual and 
ecclesiastical things or causes as temporal.” 

   c. Royal Supremacy is to be exercised through a body of Ecclesiastical Commissioners 
  4. May 8, 1559: Act of Uniformity is also passed 
   a. by it the 1552 Prayer Book, revised, is made the sole lawful form for worship 
    i. Compulsory use is set to begin on June 24, 1559 
    ii. Fines and imprisonment are the potential punishments for lawbreakers 
 J. Convocation meets while Parliament is in session 
  1. It is clearly against reform, affirming papal superiority, although it cannot stop such decrees 
  2. It does not sanction the Prayer Book but uses it just the same 
 K. Restocking the sees and parishes 
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  1. Why the offices are vacant: 
   a. Pole has died the same day as Mary, leaving the post of Archbishop of Canterbury vacant 
   b. At least ten sees are vacant, mainly of those who would not take the oath of Supremacy 
   c. Royal Visitation is instated to check on churches and deprive incompliant ministers 
  2. The result is a large number of unfilled ecclesiastical offices 
  3. Matthew Parker (1507-1575) is chosen for the Archbishop of Canterbury 

a. He is a particularly Protestant choice for the queen to make 
 i. He is a Cambridge man 
 ii. He has been one of the regular readers of Lutheran books at the White Hart Tavern 
 iii. He greatly respects the late Cranmer 
b. Like Cranmer, Parker is horrified at the prospect of becoming Archbishop 
c. He is consecrated on December 17, 1559 

i. Two of four bishops presiding at ceremony have been consecrated in Roman order 
ii. His consecration keeps Catholic Apostolic succession (yet lacks papal consent) 
iii. Apostolic succession is officially denied by the Roman church later in 1896 

  4. The other sees are filled with highly educated and devoted men 
5. Large numbers of men are ordained to the priesthood 

   a. They are highly uneducated 
   b. They are relatively poor 
   c. They are typically unqualified for their position 
 L. Educating and training the priests 
  1. Lectures and libraries are ordered to serve this purpose 
  2. Jewel publishes Apology for the Church of England, originally in Latin then English in Jan 1562 
  3. The Thirty-Nine Articles are released 
  4. A Book of Homilies is published 
  5. A Catechism is published and distributed 
 M. The Thirty-Nine Articles 
  1. They are a revision of the Forty-Two Articles that were released under Edward just before Mary 
  2. They are confirmed by Convocation in 1562 but continue to undergo revisions several times 
  3. They are released in their final form in 1571 as the 39 Art. with Parliamentary and royal assent 
  4. In that same year, an act is passed making subscription to them compulsory  

5. Much later, in 1628, under Charles I, these will be declared the definitive doctrinal statement of the 
Church of England 

 O. Additional issues to be worked out with time 
  1. The great number of irregularities in teaching and practice of worship 
  2. The country is still far from stable religiously 
  3. The question of an heir remains 
   a. Elizabeth almost dies of small-pox in 1562 
   b. The standing heir at this point is Mary, Queen of Scots 
    i. She would almost certainly revive some connection with Rome 
    ii. She takes refuge in England in 1568, drawing Rome’s attention 
   c. Elizabeth, in her 45-year reign, never takes a husband 
  4. Pius V in 1570 threatens that all who side with the queen are excommunicated 
   a. Parliament responds by conducting searches and executions of “traitors” to State Ch. 

i. These mark the first executions of Catholics for their faith under Elizabeth’s 12-year 
reign so far. 

  5. Puritanism 
   a. Puritans believe that the Reformation under Elizabeth does not go far enough. 
 P. Essentially, though, the 39 Art. mark end of the most significant part of the Reformation in England 


