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Resources for Advent
The Harpooner: An Advent Devotional
Thomas McKenzie
The Harpooner is a daily devotional guide for Advent. Father Thomas McKenzie, an Anglican 
priest, guides you through this holy season. Short Bible readings, prayers, and a brief homily will 
help keep you focused on the goodness of God throughout Advent.
Also available as a downloadable pdf at http://www.thomasmckenzie.com/store/the-harpooner-
pdf.

Your Light Gives Us Hope: 24 Daily Practices for Advent
Anselm Grün
Anselm Grün shows the reader how to approach the festive season consciously, making it a 
blessed time for ourselves and our families. He offers practices for personal devotion or for 
family prayer for each day of Advent. Also included are special reflections for the Sundays of the 
season.

A Time of Fulfillment: Spiritual Reflections for Advent and Christmas
Anselm Grün
Anselm Grün brings fresh meaning to the traditional texts of the season and encourages you 
to experience the deep peace promised by this holy time of year. The simple meditations and 
spiritual exercises in A Time of Fulfillment will help you remember the closeness of Christ in your 
heart and renew your faith.

Watch for the Light: Readings for Advent and Christmas
various authors including Acquinas, Bonhoeffer, L’Engle, Lewis, Luther
Fifty devotions that invite the reader to contemplate the great themes of Christmas and the 
significance that the coming of Jesus has for each of us – not only during Advent, but every 
day. Whether dipped into at leisure or used on a daily basis, Watch for the Light gives the phrase 
“holiday preparations” new depth and meaning.

The Greatest Gift: Unwrapping the Full Love Story of Christmas
Ann Voskamp
Beginning with Jesse, the father of David, The Greatest Gift retraces the epic pageantry of 
mankind, from Adam to the Messiah, with each day’s profound reading pointing to the coming 
promise of Christ, so that come Christmas morning you find that the season hasn’t blurred past 
you but your heart’s fully unwrapped the greatest gift you’ve always yearned for.

The Twenty-four Days Before Christmas: An Austin Family Story
Madeleine L’Engle
To seven-year-old Vicky Austin, the twenty-four days before Christmas are the most wonderful 
days of the year. Vicky and her brother John and her little sister Suzy do something special every 
day to celebrate: they hang twinkling lights, make cookies, and wish very hard for snow.

Advent: The Once and Future Coming of Jesus Christ
Fleming Rutledge
Advent, says Fleming Rutledge, is not for the faint of heart. As the midnight of the Christian 
year, the season of Advent is rife with dark, gritty realities. In this book, with her trademark wit 
and wisdom, Rutledge explores Advent as a time of rich paradoxes, a season celebrating at once 
Christ’s incarnation and his second coming, and she masterfully unfolds the ethical and future-
oriented significance of Advent for the church.

Household Compline
During the Season of Advent



Bidding
A: Our King and Savior now draws near.
B: O come, let us adore him.

All: O gracious light, pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,
 O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!
 Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
  and our eyes behold the vesper light,
  we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
 You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices,
  O Son of God, O giver of Life,
  and to be glorified through all the worlds.

Readings
A: Behold now, bless the LORD, all you servants of the LORD,
  you that stand by night in the house of the LORD.
B: Lift up your hands in the holy place and bless the LORD;
  the LORD who made heaven and earth bless you out of Zion.
  (from Psalm 134)

A few verses from scripture are read each night, progressing through the first three 
chapters of Matthew and then the first three chapters of Luke. You are encouraged to 
share reflections if you are reading with others or to journal them if reading alone.

Prayer
A: Our help is in the Name of the Lord;
B: The maker of heaven and earth.
All: Lord, have mercy.
 Christ, have mercy.
 Lord, have mercy.

A brief time of open prayer follows.

A: And now as Jesus taught us, we are bold to pray:
All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
 Give us this day our daily bread.
 And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against   
  us.
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  
  Amen.

Song
A song with an Advent (or Christmas) theme may be sung here. For those without 
instrumentation, an easy and fitting choice is a verse or two of “O Come, O Come 
Emmanuel,” as it is the customary song of the season, and it is both easy and lovely to sing 
a capella.

The Song of Simeon (Luke 2:29-32) follows. These are the words Simeon sang when at 
last he looked upon the Christ child:

All: Lord, you now have set your servant free 
  to go in peace as you have promised; 
 For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, 
  whom you have prepared for all the world to see: 
 A Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory of your people Israel. 

 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Commending Ourselves to the Lord’s Care
A: Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit;
B:  For you have redeemed me, O Lord, O God of truth.
A: Keep us, O Lord, as the apple of your eye;
B: Hide us under the shadow of your wings.

All: The Lord Almighty grant us a peaceful night and a perfect end. Amen.

NOTES:
This is a synthesis of various liturgies from the 1979 Book of Common Prayer. It is 
intended to be usable for individuals, couples, or families. When using this liturgy 
individually, one says all the parts. When used by a couple, one person takes the lines for 
“A” and the other “B”. When used by a family, it is advisable to have one person take the 
lines for “A” and the rest of the family the lines for “B.” Families with young children (pre-
readers) may be pleasantly surprised at their child ’s ability to quickly memorize a nightly 
liturgy, soon participating and enjoying it. Their incorporation is encouraged. Compline is 
intended to be the last worship of the day, and it is best experienced just before sleep.


